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Problem Description:

Stewardship is defined as the responsibility for the maintenance of Administration Records applicable to one or more Administered Items
. A Steward is defined as a type of Organisation, and is described via a Contact.

The relationship between a Steward and an Administered Item is depicted in Part 3, Figure 4 and shows that an Administered Item is administered by one (mandatory) and only one Organisation in the role of a Steward.

In some situations more than one Organisation may wish to be recorded as a Steward for an Administered Item. This will particularly be the case in Registries which strongly favour reuse and harmonisation of metadata, where a number of parties may wish to be recorded as being responsible for the on-going maintenance of metadata records.
In other instances a Steward may not always be required, particularly for items with an early draft status or for those with retired, superseded or documentation status values.
Proposal:

It is proposed that the current relationship between the Stewardship entity and the Administered Item be changed from a mandatory one (1.. 1) to an optional many (0.. *), as in the amended Figure 4 extract below.
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Other places where minor editorial changes will be required are:

Part 1, Section 7.3, last paragraph

Change The steward is responsible for… to Stewards are responsible for….

Part 3, Section 4.8.1.11

Change An Organization shall be identified as the steward… to An Organisation may be identified as a Steward….

Part 3, Section 4.8.1.1

Change An Administered Item is administered by an Organization represented by the relationship stewardship… to An Administered Item may be administered by Organizations represented by the relationship stewardship ….

Part 6, Section 4.1.3.2 (b)
Remove the reference to stewardship organization name, stewardship contact name and stewardship contact information since these are no longer mandatory for a candidate item.
Part 6, Section 4.2 (a)
Remove the reference to Stewards since in a multiple stewardship model a steward may not individually progress an item past Candidate status.
Part 6, Section 4.2 (b)
Remove the reference to sponsorship of a Steward since in a multiple stewardship model a steward is not mandatory to progress an item.
Part 6, Section 5.1
Rewrite the current phrase A steward is a contact for a Responsible Organization for an item a particular Administered Item (which appears to be poorly phrased) and replace with A steward is a contact for a Responsible Organization who may be individually or jointly responsible for a particular Administered Item.
Replace the phrase Each Administered Item is associated with only one Steward with Each Administered Item may be associated with one or more Stewards.
Part 6, Annex B, page 20
Change the obligation for the Stewardship (of Administered Item) from Mandatory to Optional / Many. This change should also be reflected in the following table for each Registration Status value.
Issues:

· There are a number of references to the role of Stewards in Annexes E and F of Part 6. If the multiple stewardship proposal is accepted then these Annexes will also need to be reviewed and rewritten.
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� Part 3, Section 3.2.32, page 8





