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Problem Description:

At present we have no means of registering ontologies.  From ISO/IEC 19763 Part 3, Metamodel Framework, Ontology Registration, Oct. 2004 draft:  “Ontology is a formal expression of the universe of discourse.  A lexicon, a taxonomy, a thesaurus, and a usual concept model, such as a business process model by UML are all examples of ontologies.  In addition, ontology includes a more complex axiomatic theory.”
Proposal:

Create a subclass of “administered_item”  called “ontology”.  For our purposes, ontology is an abstract superclass of “concept_system” (previously called a “classification_scheme”)  and “axiom_module”.  Alternatively, an “ontology” could be an aggregation of both a “concept_system” and an “axiom_module”, with common sets of symbols (for the concepts).
Issues:

References:

See discussions in OMG ODM standard, and proposed ISO/IEC 19763,  SNOMED RT, CYC, etc.
Discussion/Notes:

This issue is not fully developed yet.  Circulate to ODM and W3C OWL folks.
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