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Problem Description:

	In the Australian Bureau of Statistics both the Economic and Social Statistics Divisions have been developing documentation and guidelines for describing their data using ISO 11179.  We have a difference emerging in the description of the fundamental model for data elements which seems to stem from different descriptions used in Part 1 and Part 3 of the standard.  The issue is around the use of 'Representation' or 'Value Domain' as a part of the fundamental model.

Email discussions with Bruce, Doug and Dan provided clarification. They indicated that the use of "representation" in Part 1 is intended to refer to the whole "representation" portion of the model, including value domain, unit of measure, datatype, representation class, etc. and that a person should not equate "representation" in Part 1 to mean "representation class" in Part 3.  The fundamental model is Object Class + Property = Data Element Concept = Value Domain = Data Element.

However, the use of Representation in Part 1, Figure 1- Fundamental model for data elements, has the potential to confuse users of the standard.  




Proposal:

	Recommend that in this figure the term Representation be replaced with Value Domain to be consistent with Part 3.
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